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stood in three lines. On the right, beyond the Landsberg
road, were 10 more squadrons. Further to the right front,
behind the village of Tenknitten, were posted the Petersburg
dragoons, who had suffered such a disastrous defeat on the
previous day.

Barclay de Tolly was charged with the defence of Eylau
itself. Part of his artillery held the church height on his left,
covered by infantry in front and on the left. The rest of his
infantry and artillery were in Eylau, and at the saw-mill on
its right rear.

It was 2 p.m. when Murat's cavalry, followed by the head
of Soult's corps, began to arrive at the edge of the woods
about Grunhofchen. After the experience of the previous
day at Hof, the cavalry did not hurry alone to the attack
of the position. Soult sent forward on the left the 18th
Infantry, on the right the 46th, against the ridge across the
road.* Schinner's and Vivier's brigades, as they came up,
moved to the right, through the wood to Griinberg farm, to
turn the Eussian left. Augereau, arriving later, was ordered
to turn the enemy's right by Tenknitten. At first, however,
the 18th and 46th were unsupported in their attack on the
centre. The 18th, somewhat in advance of the 46th, crossed
the end of the frozen Tenknitten lake under a heavy artillery
fire. Changing direction to the right, against the Eussian
position, and already shaken, they were charged with the
bayonet. To complete their discomfiture, the Petersburg
dragoons, burning to avenge their overthrow at Hof, crossed
the lake and fell impetuously on the left of the 18th, which
had not time to form squares.t It suffered severely, and

* This action is described in Soult's report, Arch. Hist.

f According to Hcepfner (ni. 223) both battalions of the 18th were over-
thrown by this charge. Dumas (xvni, 7) says only one battalion was broken.
This is also Napoleon's version (Corr. 11,796). Soult's report (Arch. Hist.') is
not precise on the point. He admits the 18th lost one of its eagles, but says he
believes it was buried in the snow when the regiment broke; it might be found
at the bottom of the lake near the road, as it would have sunk when the ice
melted. This remark shows that the 18th were actually on the frozen lake
when attacked, and that artillery fire did not break the ice.